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Reply to Office Action dtd. 27 February 2003 
Remarks: 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102 

Claims 1, 5-8 and 19 were rejected as anticipated by Sikorsky 1 with reference to Figure 1. 
Claims 1, 5-6 and 19 have been amended above to recite as a limitation a "digital pressure 
gauge." Claims 7-8, through their respective dependencies, also now include this limitation. As 
Sikorsky clearly fails to teach the use of a digital pressure gauge in a helicopter blade pressure 
measurement device, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of these 
rejections. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. $103 

(A) Claims 2-4, 9-13 and 20-22 were rejected as unpatentable over Sikorsky. Claims 2, 9, 
1 1, 20 and 22 have been canceled. The ''digital pressure sensor' 1 limitation has been added 
through amendment to claims 1, 5-6 and 19. The "battery power source" limitation has been 
added through amendment to claims 3, 10 and 21. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the Action's rejections of claims 2, 9 arid 20 (whose limitations 
now appear in amended claims 1, 5-6 and 19) that are based upon the assertion that it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a digital pressure gauge "because of 
greater reproducibility compared with analog." 

Attached hereto in Appendix A is a copy of the User's Guide for the "Digital Pressure Test 
Gauge J Series" referred to in paragraph 18 of the application specification. There are many 
advantages of digital sensors such as the J series, in addition to the greater reproducibility, over 
analog gauges. Some of these are enumerated in the User's Guide, and include: 

° rapid (-5 sec) zeroing adjustment; 

° self-calibration capability; 

0 a 4+ digit liquid crystal display; and 



Sikorsky Helicopter Technical Manual, A 1 -H60BB- 150-300, submitted by Applicant 
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0 digital refresh of output measurement. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the greater reproducibility and other advantages of 
digital sensors over analog makes them not obvious, as the Action states, but quite oppositely 
non-obvious. MPEP §2144.06 states that "in order to rely on equivalence as a rationale 
supporting an obviousness rejection, the equivalency must be recognized in the prior art, and 
cannot be based on applicant's disclosure or the mere fact that the components at issue are 
functional or mechanical equivalents." (citing In re Ruff , 256 F.2d 590, 1 1 8 USPQ 340 (CCPA 
1958)) There is no such recognition offered in the references used to reject the pending claims. 

(B) Claims 17-18 were rejected as unpatentable over Kendall 2 . Applicant respectfully 
traverses this rejection. As discussed above, the use of a digital pressure sensor in measuring 
blade pressure is not taught or suggested in Sikorski, and it is not taught or suggested by Kendall 
either. Thus, Applicant submits such use as recited in claims 17-18 are patentable over the cited 
references. 

For at least the above noted reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that pending claims 
1,3,5-8, 10, 12-13, 17-19 and 21 are in a condition for allowance, and respectfully requests that 
the examiner reconsider and withdraw all outstanding rejections. Favorable consideration and 
allowance are earnestly solicited. Should there be any questions after reviewing this paper, the 
examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at 617-854-4000. 

Dated: August 27, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 

JULIUS KENDALL, Applicant 

By: j 4 ^ J aA;^^( 

John A. Hamilton 
y Reg. No. 48,946 
Attorney for Applicant 



2 Julius Kendall, The Entwistle Company (assignee of the present application),Check and Fill Unit Model 
#ECF-40001 Instruction plate, submitted by Applicant 
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